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Date(s) Used 
 

February 2011 

Civics Category 
 

I.  Rights and Responsibilities of Citizenship 

Civics Objective 
 

2. Consumer Economics – Housing.   

Interpret renters’ rights, lease, and rental agreements. 

3. Consumer Economics – Housing. 

Identify basic housing issues, including home 

maintenance problems, and advocate for solutions 
Time Frame to Complete 
Lesson 
 

Three 1-hour sessions 

EFL(s) 
 

3-4 

Standard(s)/Components of 
Performance 
 

Listen Actively 

Speak So Others Can Understand 

Read with Understanding 

Convey Ideas in Writing 
Benchmark(s) 
 

 S.3.1.  Communicate using sentences on simple topics 

(e.g., needs, wants). 

 S.3.3.  Use grammatical structures (e.g., present 

tense, progressive tense, simple regular past tense) 

to communicate meaning. 

 S.4.1.  Participate in conversations on familiar topics. 

 S.4.3.  Use grammatical structures (e.g., future and 

common irregular past tenses) to communicate 

meaning. 

 L.3.1.  Demonstrate comprehension of sentences on 

simple topics. 

 L.3.4.  Respond appropriately to simple questions and 

one-step directions. 
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 L.4.1.  Demonstrate comprehension of familiar topics. 

 L.4.4.  Respond appropriately to questions and two-

step directions from various listening situations. 

 R.3.2.  Use strategies to understand text. 

 R.3.3.  Use strategies to monitor decoding and word 

recognition of simple sentences with familiar 

vocabulary. 

 R.4.1.  Comprehend information in common forms and 

simple paragraphs. 

 R.4.2.  Use strategies to understand text. 

 W.3.2.  Organize simple sentences. 

 W.3.3. Produce simple sentences on familiar subjects. 

 W.3.4.  Illustrate some control of basic grammar 

(e.g., present and simple past tenses, prepositions, 

subject-verb agreement). 

 W.4.2.  Organize simple sentences with a beginning, 

middle, and end. 

 W.4.3.  Produce a simple paragraph on a familiar 

topic. 

 W.4.4. Use grammatical structures (e.g., future and 

common irregular past tenses, commonly used 

adjectives, pronouns, prepositions, possessives). 

 
Materials 
 

www.elcivics.com This website has a lesson that shows 

different types of housing and talks a little about 

apartment living.  It lets students of different levels 

use pictures as well as words to teach concepts. 

 

www.hud.gov/offices/fheo/FJLaws.EXCO13166.cfm 

 

http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/topics/renta

l_assistance 

 

http://www.ohiolegalservices.org/public/legal_problem/

housing/landlord-tenant-issues/utility-shut-

off/qandact_view 

 

http://www.ohiolegalservices.org/public/legal_problem/

housing/landlord-tenant-issues/security-

http://www.elcivics.com/
http://www.hud.gov/offices/fheo/FJLaws.EXCO13166.cfm
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/topics/rental_assistance
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/topics/rental_assistance
http://www.ohiolegalservices.org/public/legal_problem/housing/landlord-tenant-issues/utility-shut-off/qandact_view
http://www.ohiolegalservices.org/public/legal_problem/housing/landlord-tenant-issues/utility-shut-off/qandact_view
http://www.ohiolegalservices.org/public/legal_problem/housing/landlord-tenant-issues/utility-shut-off/qandact_view
http://www.ohiolegalservices.org/public/legal_problem/housing/landlord-tenant-issues/security-deposit/qandact_view
http://www.ohiolegalservices.org/public/legal_problem/housing/landlord-tenant-issues/security-deposit/qandact_view
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deposit/qandact_view 

 

Pictures of people, families, apartments, houses, and 

communities that everyone can see easily.  These can be 

found in magazines, textbooks, online, etc. 

 

Teacher-made vocabulary list and flash cards with 

definitions.  (attached) 

 

KWL chart, one for the board and one for each student. 

 

How to Get Your Landlord to Make Repairs guide 

(attached) 

 

Renter’s Rights word find (attached) 

 

Game for determining renter’s rights and landlord’s 

rights.  (attached) 

 

If possible, show different types of leases.  These are 

available locally or on the EL-Civics website. 

 
Activities 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Tell students that they will be talking about 

renting a place to live.  They will study what 

people should know in order to have the best 

rental experience.  Put a KWL chart on the board 

and ask what people already know about renting.  

Write down 3 or 4 ideas in the K column.  Then 

record what students would like to know in the W 

column.  At the end of the project, students will 

write what they learned. 

2. Hand out vocabulary list with definitions to match.  

Students can read some of these with a partner.  

Give them another copy that they will later cut 

out and try to match word with meaning without 

looking at the answers. 

3. Give to each student the information paper.  Tell 

them to look at the highlighted words before 

reading.  Then the class can share oral reading 
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with volunteers.  (Beginners should have a partner 

to help them.) 

4. Share together the list of rules from the Ohio 

Landlord-Tenant Law ORC 532113.  Ask them to 

share ones that they already knew.  This can help 

fill out the K in KWL.  Discuss. 

5. Look at the teacher-made worksheet on ideas for 

making a good lease form.  If possible, share 

different ones with the class.  See if students 

can add anything to the list. 

6. For more advanced students, look over the last 

worksheet that adds vocabulary such as escrow 

and eviction to the list.  Remind them that only a 

lawyer can interpret the law.  There are legal aid 

offices that can help with the cost.  Let the 

students know the importance of keeping copies 

of all paperwork when working with landlords.  

Dates and events should also be recorded.  

Discuss with them some of the rules of going to 

court (being on time, bringing witnesses, etc.). 

7. Students can then cut apart the vocabulary words 

and definitions and try to match them up. 

8. As a class, fill in the L part of the KWL chart.  

Teacher can keep a copy and review this with the 

class, especially if they do a follow-up to this 

exercise.   

9. As a final project, play the game of Renter’s and 

Landlord’s Rights.  This can be a role-play. 
Assessment/ 
Evidence 
 
 

The whole class will play the Rights Game.  One person 

will be the renter, and one will be the landlord. Class will 

work together to choose which right belongs to which 

person.  Also, the L part of the KWL chart will show the 

teacher how much was understood by the students. 
Reflection Were students interested in this project?  How much 

did they know, and how much did they learn?  Did 

beginners understand the worksheets? How engaged 

were the students?  The vocabulary game could be 

played at a later time. 
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